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Commissioner for Patents 
PO Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 
Dear Sir: 

In accordance with the provisions of 37 C.F.R. 1.56, 1.97 and 1 .98, the attention of the Patent and 
Trademark Office is hereby directed to the documents listed on the attached form PTO-1449. It is 
respectfully requested that the documents be expressly and independently considered during the prosecution 
of this application, and that the documents be made of record therein and appear among the "References 
Cited" on any patent to issue therefrom. 

The documents cited herein are submitted under 37 C.F.R. § 1 .97(e)(2), but after the mailing date of 
a final action under § 1.1 13, a notice of allowance under § 1 .3 1 1, or an action that otherwise closes 
prosecution in the application. Therefore, this Information Disclosure Statement is accompanied by the 
requisite fee of $180.00. 

No item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was cited in a 
communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application, and, to the knowledge of the 
person signing the certification after making reasonable inquiry, no item of information contained in the 
information disclosure statement was known to any individual designated in § 1.56(c) more than three 
months prior to the filing of the information disclosure statement. 

Applicants request consideration of the PTO-1449 Form(s) which was previously 
submitted on October 29, 1997, and June 18, 2002. Applicants request consideration of the 
documents cited therein and that the Examiner initial each document and return the initaled 
copies to Applicants. A copy of the PTO-1449 Form is attached herewith for the Examiner's 
convenience. 

Each of the documents listed on the attached form equivalent to Form PTO-1449 is in the English 
language. 

05/11/2004 SSESHE1 MOOOOAS 132491 0Q74&S91 
01 F&180& WM M 

1 



Docket No.: VON96105 



It is respectfully requested that the documents cited in this Information Disclosure Statement be 
independently considered by the Examiner. 
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